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24 December 19463

‘“he Honorable Clark Clifford

Chairman, President’s Foreigs Intelligence
Advisory Boezd

The white House

washington, 1), C.

iyeay Mr, Clifford:

Reference our teisphone call of several
days ago, [ think you will be interested in the
attached article by Richard Starpes.

Ag a totally new subject, we wish you a
merry Christmas and 3 Happy New Year.

Faithfally yours,
A/ Pl

warshall 5. Carter
ideutenant General, U3Aa

Attachinent
Article from Washington Daily News of 24 Dec, entitled
"CIA Under Fire"
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CIA nder Fire

'I‘HE murmuring chorus of Americans who

are deeply concerned with the gmw.i_ng
power and headlong willfulness of tae Cen-
tral Intell.;{enre A Zency has been joined by
former President Truman.

Mr. Truman must be accounted an expert
witness in this matter, becouvse it was under
his  Adminisiratvion that the CIA came into
being, In a copyrighted article he wrote
recently that the CLA had strayed wide of
the purpeses for which he had organ'zed it.
# Yt has,” he wrote, “become an operational

“and at times a pulley-runking arm of the
Government.  This has led to frouble and may have com-
Cpounded our difficulties in several explogive areas.”

Far wrifinv substantizlly the same thing rmm South Viet
z%am fast fd.x this veporier wag tond still {s) subjected to
calculated behl ncLzhe seenes caninalgn of onprobmum at
me hands of the CIA. So, indeed, has the United Siates’
Limbassador to Hal,,on been subjected to the same sort.of
- behindg-the-hand attack, on the theery that he was the source
of my account of the CIA’s heedless hureaucratic RITOpANCe
- in Satgon. Mr. Lodge, it is now charged by CIA apologists,
: (?efctroyed the effectiveness of one of the CIA's most skillful
Cagents. It ig also charged that this reporter violated a gen.
. tlemans agreement in naming the agent.

Both charges are falze, meaching and disingenuons,

‘The name of the agent, hurrledly summoned home from
Saigon within 24 hours of my account of his steward:hip of
the huge spook operation, was John Richardson. In m
uewe*‘al conversations with Ambassador Lodge, Mr. Richavd-
pox’s name never passced hetween us.

It was, indesd, not necessary for any wayfaring journahat
to go to any such exalted f;amﬂs to desery the activities of
the CIA’s station chief in Sawon Mr. Richardson, a fre-
cuent visitor at the pres idential palace and a close adviser
to the devious and powerful Nzo Dinh Nhu, was Wl(.“]y
known in the Viet Namose cumml Until Mr. Lodge e
- placed Fredevick INolting as Ambassador, most knowledge-

~ Mr. Richardson’s utility as chief resident .
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By Richard Starnes

able Americans and sophisticated Viet Namese regarded
Mr. Richardson as the most powerful foreipner in Viet Nam.

It Is nonsense to say that Mr. Lodge destyoyed Mr. Rich-
ardson’s value as a CIA agent. In Saizon, Mr. Richardson
wag ag clandestine as a calliope with a fuil head of steam.’
It is, moreover, a libel to aliege (as high TIA officials have,
alleged) that this reporter violated an agrestment to shield’
Mr. Richardson’s identity. In all my ascu*uo.zs inguiries
about the man never cnce was it surgzested that thore was,
any azreementi to keep his identity secret., 1f there had’
heen any such agreement I, of ¢ourse, would have Leepected .
it even tho it would have been Il.nnly absurd in view of M
Richard’s notoriety.

This s, unforfunately, more than a parocchial dispute ’
between a reporter and a writhing, unlovely bureaucracy.

. The President of the United States himself has been misied

- by the CIA mythology regarding just how and by whom.
rpoolk was de-
stroxed. Neither Mr. Lodge nor any journaiist cast Mr,
Tiichardson in his role in Szawzon. If CIA Chief John MceCone
really believes that his man in Saigon was compromised
by my dispatches (and presumably he docs believe this or
he would not have planted and cultivated the tale as thoroly
as ha has) then he does pot know what {3 going on in the
‘huge, bumbling apparitus he nominally heads.

Mr. Truman knows whereo! he speaks. Wise in fhe
ways of malignant burcaucracy he knhows that unfottered
and unaccountahle power such as is vested in the CIA is
bound to feed upon itself until it poses a threat to the very
free institutions it was founded to safeguard. 'No man alive
knows the enormous power that is now vested in the CIA,
nor the wealth it dispenses, nor the policy it makes. Itost
“people in government would be apnalled i they knew that
already the CIA has overflowed its huge new headguarters
building in McLean, Va., but it is a fact that it has done so.

There
to far too many Americans.
time to time, twang this same sackbut.
tune it plays, but it is an important one.

is far, far too much ahout the CIA that is unknown
We will, cccavionally and from
It is net a pretty.
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